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~ Agreed to by the DI\:‘.:LI"GATES' of MARYLAND,
in free and full -_-C"dxvi-:N'ron‘ affembled. |

Y V\HE parliament of Great:Britain, by a de-
| l - elaratory. a&t, having affumed a right to
. make laws to bind the colonies in all cafes
whatfoever, and in purfuance of fuch claim endea- -
voured by force of arms to fubjugate the United Co-
lonies to an unconditional fubmiffion to their will
#nd power, and having at length conftrained them
- to declare themfelves independent ftates, and to af-
- fume government under the authority of the people,
- therefore, We, the delegates of Maryland, in free
- and full convention affembled, taking into our moft
. ferious confideration the beft means of ettablithing a
. good conftitution in this ftate, for the fure founda-
" tiod and more permanent fecurity thereof, declare,

. 1. That all government of right originates from
‘the peaple, is founded in compatt only, and inftie
tuted folely for the good of the whole. :

2. That the people of this flate ought to have the
fole and exclufive right of regulating the internal go
vernment and police chercof.”
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